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K. LAUREL BALKEMA 
Definitions 
Poetry is 
the blood of all humanity 
compressed into a pen 
and 
written in shorthand. 
Poetry is 
the salt from sweat and tears 
condensed into a pure crystal 
reflecting the light of truth 
and 
purifying the soul of the observer. 
Poetry is 
the life-long, earth-rending cry of mankind 
shortened to a sentence 
and 
uttered in a whisper. 
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